
Passaic River Contaminated Sediment Removal 
Project Summary & Work Schedule 

(July 12, 2011 Update) 

The Lower Passaic River Phase 1 Removal Action project is a significant first installment in the 
cleanup of the lower Passaic River. EPA and the Army Corps of Engineers will oversee the removal 
and disposal of dioxin-contaminated sediments and debris from an area of the river located adjacent 
to the Diamond Alkali Superfund Site on Lister Avenue in Newark, New Jersey. The work will take 
place in 2011 and 2012 and is the first phase of a two-part sediment removal project funded and 
performed by Tierra Solutions, Inc./Occidental Chemical. About 40,000 cubic yards of the most 
highly contaminated sediment will be removed in Phase 1. 

Construction activities will occur at two locations: 

Phase 1 Work Area in the Passaic River at 80 Lister Avenue, Newark (Diamond Alkali 
Superfund Site): Construction of a sheet pile enclosure will take place in a two-acre area of river 
adjacent to the site. The enclosure will be constructed to surround the 40,000 cubic yards of material, 
isolating them from the rest of the Passaic River during sediment removal. The enclosure will be 
located outside the navigation channel, which will help allow continued recreational and commercial 
use of river. 

Upland Sediment Processing Facility: leased property at 117 Blanchard Street, Newark: At 
this location, the sediments will be processed and prepared for disposal. The facility will be 
constructed this year. In 2012 sediments will be processed here once dredging starts in spring 2012. 
It is located 1,000 feet east of the sheet pile Phase 1 Work Area. The facility will include equipment to 
remove water from sediments, treat that water, and load the dewatered sediments into lined and 
sealed containers. Also constructed this year will be an in-river hydraulic pipeline between the steel 
enclosure and sediment processing facility. 
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A hydraulic pipeline will transfer sediment from the Phase 1 Work Area to the Upland Processing 
Facility. Dewatered materials will be placed in lined and sealed containers for transport along a 
designated truck route a few miles south to Brills Yard. There the containers will be transported by 
train to out of-state treatment or disposal facilities. 

Construction activities will begin in July 2011, with sediment excavation beginning in spring 2012. 
After construction of both the in-river work area and sediment processing facility is complete this fall, 
work will pause for the winter. In spring 2012, sediment removal will begin. All work is expected to be 
complete and project facilities dismantled by the end of 2012. 

Mobilization and site preparation will take place July 13 through 25, 2011, including: 
Mobilization of equipment, materials and personnel for site preparation activities 
Construction/improvement of access roads 
Removal of the fence along the Diamond Alkali facility floodwall 
Establish temporary facilities and construction trailers 
Install electrical service for equipment and trailers 

FOIA_06476_0001489_0001 



The following major activities will occur at the Lister Avenue site in 2011: 
7/12 - 8/2/11 =initial mobilization at the Diamond Alkali site 
8/2 - 8/25/11 = drilling of corings into the floodwall and placing of support structures on that wall 
8/25 - 9/27/11 =installation of the tiebacks into the floodwall 
8/13 - 8/31/11 = placement of scour protection mate rial in the river 
8/31 - 11/21/11 =construction of the sheet pile wall 
8/1 - 8/3/11 = initial mobilization at the upland sediment processing facility on Blanchard Street 
where the sediments will eventually be dewatered before transport off-site 
8/5 - 12/21/11 = construction of the upland sediment processing facility 

The project is designed to protect the river, workers, visitors, and community. EPA, the Army Corps of 
Engineers and Tierra are working closely with first responders to coordinate a safe operation. The 
Newark Fire and Police Departments are engaged with the contractors and agencies (EPA, Army 
Corps, Coast Guard, NJ DEP). A project-specific Community Health and Safety Plan (CHASP) was 
developed with input from the community. It includes examples of how the project may affect the 
community: 
Traffic -Trucks will stay on designated routes that avoid residential areas, schools, and parks. 
Traffic and energy consumption will be reduced through use of rail for out-of-state transport. 
Noise -Construction may be noisy at times, but crews will work primarily during daylight hours and, 
when possible, equipment is selected with noise reduction in mind. 
Odor- Sediment material often smells when disturbed, but plans are in place to reduce or address 
odors if they occur when removal activities begin in 2012. 
Navigation -Work boats and equipment will be in the river near Lister Avenue and Blanchard Street. 
Signs, buoys, and other navigational aids will help keep boats away from work zones. 

EPA Project Manager 
Phone: 212-637-4396 

EPA Community Involvement Coordinator 
Phone: 212-637-3653 
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For questions or concerns about the project please contact the Community Hotline at 1-888-283-
7626. Coming soon an automated hotline will be avai I able in Spanish and Portuguese at 1-877-777-
5853 
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